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Agenda

1. Background to the Devon Climate Emergency

2. Introduction to the Interim Devon Carbon Plan

3. Farming and Devon’s emissions 

4. What needs to happen?

5. Opportunities for farmers and rural communities

6. The Citizen’s Assembly and how you can help

7. Questions



1. The Devon Climate Emergency

Objectives:

• Reduce carbon 
emissions to net-zero by 
2050 at the latest

• Improve the resilience of 
Devon’s environment

• Prepare communities for 
a warmer world

Partnership:

Creating a resilient net-zero carbon Devon – where people and nature thrive



2. The Interim Devon 
Carbon Plan

A plan for everyone one in 
Devon

Focuses on the strategic issues 
and it nests with plans at 
other levels

Engagement



2. The Interim Devon Carbon Plan

Date

• The Plan describes what needs 
to be done to reach net-zero

• Provides a trajectory to meet 
net-zero by 2050

• Indicates the costs, 
opportunities and co-benefits 
of 2050



2. The Interim Devon Carbon Plan

Funding:

• The Plan makes clear that net-
zero cannot be achieved within 
existing resources and policy.

• Most need new resources.

• Significant opportunities for 
individuals to redirect 
purchasing power e.g. shifts in 
food purchasing patterns. 

Geography:

• Devon’s rural nature is a 
challenge and an opportunity.

• Some net-zero actions and 
behaviours will be easier in 
some locations.

• Where actions apply to a specific 
type of area, this is described.



3. Farming and Devon’s Emissions
• Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use (AFOLU) emissions 

accounted for 17% of Devon’s total GHG emissions in 2018. This 
makes AFOLU Devon’s third largest source of emissions. 

• AFOLU emissions include: enteric fermentation in livestock (e.g. from 
cow’s digestion), manure, fertilisers, changes in land cover and the 
cultivation of soils. 

• This does account for the contribution of Devon’s terrestrial 
landscape in sequestering carbon dioxide, but not the role of its 
marine habitats. 

• The majority of Devon is farmland e.g. West Devon 63% and Torridge 
87% (Devon Live, 2017, How Much Land In Your Area Is Built On?).



4. What needs to happen?

1. Maximise carbon sequestration and storage by natural carbon sinks: 
trees, peat and other wetland habitats and soils

2. Establish funding mechanisms for carbon sequestration and storage 

3. Reduce GHG emissions from farming practices and increase soil 
carbon 

4. Develop demand for and access to local, nutritious, sustainably 
produced food

5. Increase carbon sequestration and storage in coastal and marine 
habitats



• Revitalised rural economies

• Rural businesses benefit from increased demand for local and sustainable food 
and non food products, such as timber

• Opportunities for income from nature-based carbon sequestration, incl. providing 
carbon-offsets

• Opportunity to become more energy self sufficient e.g. producing bio-methane 
for farm machinery

• Greater access to farm advisory services

5. Opportunities for farmers and rural 
communities:



6. The citizens’ assembly 

The draft Interim Devon Carbon Plan proposed six controversial issues 
for potential deliberation at the Citizens’ Assembly later in 2021. Two of 
the issues are particularly relevant for this forum:

• “The committee on climate change scenarios for achieving net-
zero require a 20% reduction in beef, lamb and dairy consumption 
nationally. What does this mean for Devon?”

• “How should Devon’s landscapes evolve in ways that positively 
support achieving net-zero and that are beneficial to their special 
qualities?”



Any questions?



Thank you

Contact details:

emily.reed@devon.gov.uk

View the plan: devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan


