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The Farming Futures Cycle Tour: Interviews 
Researcher: Veronica White (vmw210@exeter.ac.uk)  
 
Thank you for your participation in this project about visions for the future of farming and food production in 
England. Before you agree to take part, please read this document to understand why the research is being done 
and what it will involve for you. Please take time to consider the information in this document carefully, and to 
discuss it with family or friends if you wish, or to ask me any questions you may have. 
 
What is the purpose of this study? 
I am conducting this research to collect data for my PhD in Sustainable Futures. The data may also be seen by 
those involved in supervising my PhD. I am exploring this topic because I am interested in how women envision 
the future of farming and food production in England. This project is part of my PhD research, within the 
Geography Department at the University of Exeter. The project is funded by the Economic and Social Research 
Council’s South West Doctoral Training Partnership. It has been reviewed by the FESE Geography Ethics 
Committee at the University of Exeter (Application ID: 8048961).   
 
Why have I been approached? 
You have been approached because you are a woman and you live or work on a farm.  
 
What would taking part involve?  
I am asking you to take part in a semi-structured interview about your visions for the future of farming and food 
production in England. This should last around one hour and will take place at your farm/office. If you agree, I will 
record the interview using my phone or an audio recorder. The interview will use different techniques to explore 
your visions for the future. If you are happy to do so, the interview will be followed by a farm walk, where you can 
show me around your farm and we’ll discuss your vision of the future.  
 
What happens with what you say? 
With your consent, the interview will be audio-recorded for accuracy and reference purposes. The recording will 
be kept confidential and will only be accessed by authorised personnel involved in the research team. Interview 
data will be used on an identifiable or pseudo-anonymous basis (this means, you will be referred to using a 
chosen or assigned pseudonym) in reporting, depending upon your preferences. Unless you consent to it, there 
will be no mention of names. Data will be reduced or changed to conceal your identity, wherever possible, 
however due to the nature of the project, some individuals may be aware of your participation in the research 
and, therefore, full anonymity cannot be guaranteed.   
 
If you give consent, the interview audio will be recorded and stored securely and kept private until it has been 
transcribed (what you say is written out). At this point the recordings will be deleted. The interview transcript will 
be saved in electronic form in encrypted folders on a password-protected computer with a secure cloud-based 
backup. Anonymous excerpts from the interviews will be used to inform the project and might be presented in 
the findings of the PhD research, including academic and non-academic outputs from this project.  
 
What are the benefits and costs of taking part? 
We appreciate that taking part represents an investment of time in your busy life. We hope you will find the 
research interesting and valuable to participate in. By taking part, you are helping me to learn about this topic and 
build my research skills. The results of this study may not benefit you directly, but I hope they can raise awareness 
of the need to include women’s voices when envisioning futures, while also informing further research. 
 
Discussing the future may bring up topics you find uncomfortable. You are under no obligation to share 
information and can refuse to answer any questions. You may also pause or stop the interview or ask me to leave 
at any point. Your data will remain fully confidential and only accessible to the researcher (myself) and my 
supervisory team. You also have full control over how you will be identified and can choose to have your data 
deleted up until publication. 
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Personal data  
Your personal contact details (e.g. name, email address, phone number) will be kept in a secure database until 
January 2027, to the end of my PhD research, in case I need to invite you to take part in a follow-up interview or 
ask for clarification on points. This information will not be shared with anyone. After this date, your personal 
details will be destroyed (unless you specify you are happy for me to keep your contact details to share outputs of 
the research). Research data (pseudonymised interview transcripts, pseudonymised observation notes etc.) will 
be kept on the University of Exeter’s secure data storage for 6 years after the end of the project (December 
2032), to allow for follow-up studies and the writing up of academic articles etc. from this work. Some 
anonymised research data may be stored indefinitely the University of Exeter’s open access archive.  
 
If you wish to have your personal contact details or research data deleted sooner than this, please contact me via 
the email address at the end of this document and specify what information you wish to be deleted.  
 
The University of Exeter processes personal data for the purposes of carrying out research in the public interest. 
We will endeavour to be transparent about its processing of your personal data and this information sheet should 
provide a clear explanation of this. If you do have any queries about the University’s processing of your personal 
data that cannot be resolved by the research team, further information may be obtained from the University’s 
Data Protection Officer by emailing informationgovernance@exeter.ac.uk or at 
www.exeter.ac.uk/departments/cgr/ig/.  

 
What will happen if I don't want to carry on with the study? 
If you change your mind about taking part, you can withdraw from the research at any time before January 2026. 
If you have already completed the interview, you can request that your data (e.g. your interview responses) is 
withdrawn. Following this request, I will delete your data and will not use it in the study analysis or final write up. 
Once the thesis and any other outputs have been published, it will not be possible to withdraw your data.  
 
If you choose to withdraw from the study, please email one of the research team using the contact details below. 
You do not have to give a reason for withdrawing and there will be no consequences to you for doing so.   
 
What will happen to the results of this study? 
The results from this research will be included in my PhD thesis. In addition, the findings may be presented at 
conferences and published in academic journals. In all cases, your name will not be included and any information 
you give us won’t be linked to you – if this is what you choose. A summary of the results will be sent to you by 
email/WhatsApp/post if you are interested. 
 
Contact for any questions or requests regarding your participation in this research 
You are encouraged to ask any questions relating to the study via the contact details below. Please save a copy of 
this information sheet. If you change your mind about taking part, you can withdraw from the research by 
contacting us below. After the research is published it is not possible to withdraw your anonymised data. 
 
Contacts 
Veronica White, researcher, vmw210@exeter.ac.uk 
Saffron O’Neill, primary supervisor, s.oneill@exeter.ac.uk 
 
You can also contact the University Research Ethics & Governance Team at cgr-reg@exeter.ac.uk if you wish to 
make a complaint or comment, or contact Dr Antony Walsh (A.Walsh3@exeter.ac.uk, 01392 726621).  
 
Thank you for your interest in taking part in this project!  
 

If you feel you need support 
after this interview, please 
reach out to one of these 
organisations. 

FCN: 03000 111 999 (7 am – 11 pm daily), help@fcn.org.uk, www.fcn.org.uk   

RABI: 0800 188 4444 (freephone, 24 Hours), help@rabi.org.uk, www.rabi.org.uk    

Samaritans: 116 123 (freephone, 24 Hours), jo@samaritans.org, www.samaritans.org  
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