Philosophy and Psychedelics
MA module: PHLMO013/014
Mini Module Descriptor 2021

Convenors: Dr Peter Sjostedt-Hughes and Prof. Christine Hauskeller (with guest lecturers)
Emails: p.sjostedt-hughes@exeter.ac.uk and c.hauskeller@exeter.ac.uk

Place: Byrne House Seminar Room, Ground Floor

Days and times: Thursdays, 2 —4 pm

Introduction:

The renewed and increasingly intensified study of psychedelic substances over the past decade has
suddenly presented us with a set of new, apparently positive pathways covering psychiatry,
pharmacology, neuroscience, and so too global politics concerning prohibition and liberty, ideology
generally, and thus ethics. Beyond practical medicalization and its wake, psychedelic substances and
their associated phenomenology can be viewed through a multiplicity of perspectives, an overview
that itself has implications for the whole cultural turn concerning these substances.

In this module we consider this multiplicity of perspectives and their implications, using the tools and
insights that philosophy can provide. As well as the ethical considerations aforementioned, we shall
look at the phenomenology and philosophy of mind of psychedelic experience, the aesthetics, the
debate between perennial and contextual interpretations of experience, with concern to indigenous and
historical epistemics. We shall also consider the relation of psychedelics to religion, ‘self’, mysticism,
and classic metaphysics, as well as current clinical practices, nature connectedness and ecology, and
the future of the psychedelic endeavour.

Module Aims:

This module aims to provide a critical, pluralistic understanding of psychedelic substance use past and
present, as well as a deeper, focussed understanding of certain emerging concerns related to problems
of the mind and of power relations. As such, pivotal issues in philosophy can be used and developed
in this exponentially growing field, such as:— the relation of ‘mental health’ to metaphysical,
phenomenological, and political analyses of the ‘self’. The unfathomable extent of consciousness, and
thus the extension of aesthetics and the augmentation of the subject and object of philosophies of
mind. Related thereto arise questions of cognitive liberty, indigenous epistemicide, environmentalism,
and the potential of future theologies of mysticism.

Students will gain knowledge of this emerging field, and therewith new arenas in which philosophical
knowledge can be fruitfully applied. Moreover, students will realize and benefit from the web of
interconnections that psychedelic research allows philosophy to weave throughout cultural and social
anthropology, political science, neuroscience, theology, in addition to psychology and psychiatry.

Intended Learning Outcomes:
Module Specific Skills and Knowledge:
Demonstrate solid knowledge and understanding of multiple perspectives on psychedelic narratives.
Demonstrate understanding of the problems of mind highlighted by psychedelic experience.
Present your own analyses of the implications of theories on pressing debates of our time.
Discipline Specific Skills and Knowledge:
Demonstrate a high level of knowledge about psychedelic theories and their application
Demonstrate sound knowledge of past and current debates in philosophic psychedelia.
Personal and Key Transferable/ Employment Skills and Knowledge:
Demonstrate capacity to conduct research independently
Demonstrate aptitude for succinct oral presentations to groups
Write reflective academic review and research essays
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LEARNING AND TEACHING For the 15-credit PHLMO013:

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS (given in hours of study time)
Scheduled Learning & Guided independent Placement/study

Teaching activities 26 study 124 abroad 0
DETAILS OF LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS
Category Hours of study Description
time
Scheduled Learning and Teaching 22 11 x 2 hour taught sessions - 30-minute lectures
Activities and 1.5 hour seminar discussion of readings for
each 2-hour session.
Scheduled Learning and Teaching 4 2 x 2-hour facilitated tutorial with student
Activities presentations.
Guided Independent Study 16 Analyse one course reading and write a succinct
summary of the key arguments of the text.
Guided Independent Study 58 Reading of the module texts for each week
Guided Independent Study 50 Writing independent research essay. Conduct

guided and independent research on a theme from
the course; write a brief scholarly essay to be
submitted after the end of term.

LEARNING AND TEACHING For the 30-credit PHLMO014:

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS (given in hours of study time)
Scheduled Learning & Guided independent Placement/study abroad

Teaching activities 26 study 274 0

DETAILS OF LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS

Category Hours of study time Description

Scheduled Learning and Teaching 22 11 x 2 hour taught sessions - 30-minute

Activities lectures and 1.5 hour seminar discussion of
readings for each 2-hour session.

Scheduled Learning and Teaching 4 2 x 2-hour facilitated tutorial with student

Activities presentations.

Guided Independent Study 26 Analyse one course reading and write a
succinct summary of the key arguments of
the text.

Guided Independent Study 76 Reading of the module texts for each week

Guided Independent Study 44 Prepare a presentation on the topic for essay

and the key arguments from the literature in
a dedicated course session.

Guided Independent Study 128 Writing independent research essay.
Conduct guided and independent research
on a theme from the course; write a
scholarly essay to be submitted after the end
of term.



ASSESSMENT for 15-credit PHLMO013:

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT - for feedback and development purposes does not count towards module grade
Form of Assessment - Size of the assessment e.g. ILOs assessed Feedback method
_ duration/length =

Presentation of essay plan 10 minutes 1-4, 6, 7 Oral
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (% of credit)

Coursework 100 Written exams 0 Practical exams 0
DETAILS OF SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT .

Form of Assessment - 9 of - Size of the assessment e.g. ILOs assessed Feedback method

_credit  duration/length
Essay 80 3,000 words 1-6,8 Written

Reading Review 20 1 x 800 words 1-5,8 Written
DETAILS OF RE- ASSESSM ENT (where required by referral or deferral) .
Original form of assessment | Form of re-assessment - ILOs re-assessed  : Time scale for re-assessment
Essay Essay (3,000 words) 1-5,6,8 August/September
reassessment period
Reading Review Reading Summary (800 1-4,6,8 August/September
words) reassessment period

RE-ASSESSMENT NOTES

The forms of re-assessment have the same credit percentage as their original form of assessment.

ASSESSMENT for 30-credit PHLMO014:

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT - for feedback and development purposes; does not count towards module grade

Form of Assessment - Size of the assessment e.g. | ILOs assessed Feedback method
. duration/length
Presentation of essay plan 10 minutes 1-4,6,7 Oral
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (% of credit)
Coursework 100 Written exams 0 Practical exams 0
DETAILS OF SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT . .
Form of Assessment % of  Size of the assessment e.g.  ILOsassessed  Feedback method
credit  duration/length
Essay 70 7,000 words 1-6, 8 Written
Reading Review 10 1 x 800 words 1-5, 8 Written
Presentation of essay plan 20 15 minutes 1-4,6,7 Oral
DETAILS OF RE-ASSESSMENT (where required by referral or deferral) .
Original form of assessment ~ Form of re-assessment _ ILOs re-assessed _ Time scale for re-
. assessment
Essay Essay (7,000 words) 1-5,6,8 August/September
reassessment period
Reading Review Reading Summary (800 1-4,6,8 August/September
words each) reassessment period
Presentation Short essay 1500 words 1-4,6,8 August/September

reassessment period
RE-ASSESSMENT NOTES

The forms of re-assessment have the same credit percentage as their original form of assessment.



CONTENT

WEEK 1: Introduction to Philosophy and Psychedelics
WEEK 2: Philosophy of Psychedelics and Mysticism

WEEK 3: Ethics of the Medicalization of Psychedelics
WEEK 4: The Self and Psychedelics

WEEK 5: Indigenous Psychedelic Cosmologies

WEEK 6: READING WEEK

WEEK 7: Biopiracy and Anthropology vis-a-vis Psychedelics
WEEK 8: Gender and Psychedelics

WEEK 9: Cognitive Liberty and the Law vis-a-vis Psychedelics
WEEK 10: Nature Connectedness, Ecology, and Psychedelics
WEEK 11: Aesthetics and Psychedelics

WEEK 12: Open Doors

[All subject to minor changes]
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