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Traditionally, articles are published in journals, publishers sell subscriptions to 
journals, institutions buy subscriptions to give access to that content for 
members of the institution. So, research findings are only available to members 
of institutions that purchase access, or individuals who can afford to pay to 
download a single copy.

Open Access publications are freely available to be read and downloaded by 
anybody with an internet connection anywhere in the world. Application of 
licences e.g. Creative Commons CC BY grants maximum opportunities for reuse, 
providing proper credit is given to the author of the work.

This means the work is accessible to be read & built upon by researchers in 
developing countries, independent researchers (not affiliated with an 
institution), practitioners e.g. healthcare workers, members of the public, 
governments, who couldn’t otherwise access it.

It is widely accepted that open access articles have higher citations. Open 
access can increase the visibility and impact of University of Exeter research. 
Open access also allows you to comply with funder and University policies.
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Two main ways to achieve open access
1. Deposit in a repository (free of charge) – usually accepted manuscript
2. Pay a fee to the publisher to make the final published version 

immediately OA on the publisher website

We will talk about each of these routes in turn.
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The University of Exeter’s institutional repository is Open 
Research Exeter (ORE).

ORE is an archive for storing, preserving and providing access to 
the research outputs of the institution. It is a showcase of the 
research outputs of the University.
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https://ore.exeter.ac.uk/repository/


The University’s preferred route to open access is via self archiving in 
the in ORE. 

Publications deposited in ORE are very discoverable by the world at 
large! They commonly appear in the top three search results in search 
engines.

Once deposited, each publication in ORE is assigned a ‘handle’; this is 
a permanent URL, and can be used as a persistent online identifier to 
point to the work in citations etc.

In Symplectic, upload the file, tick the box to agree to the ORE licence, 
then deposit. All deposits come into a “taskpool”, where we review
them before making them available in ORE

There are no charges associated with this option, also referred to as 
“green” open access.
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The version to deposit is the author accepted manuscript

– also known as the author manuscript, author’s accepted 
manuscript, final author version, or post-print

– content is identical to the published version

– includes all modifications from the peer review process 

– without the publisher’s layout and formatting (over which 
the publisher retains copyright)

– if you don’t have a publisher-supplied manuscript: 
incorporate main text and any supplementary information 
in one PDF/A or PDF file.
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University of Exeter open access and research data management 
policy (2017)

The University of Exeter’s preferred means for sharing research 
freely and openly is through self- archiving (the so-called “green” 
route to Open Access) via ORE

University of Exeter policy requires you to upload your research 
outputs via Symplectic to ORE.

This applies to journal articles and conference proceedings with an 
ISSN. Authors are encouraged to make other forms of work OA if 
possible.

Upload the accepted version, upon acceptance.
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REF 2021 open access policy

The policy applies to journal articles and conference proceedings 
with an ISSN.

The University expects all outputs within the scope of the REF policy 
to be eligible for submission to the REF, even if they are not 
eventually submitted.

In order to be eligible for submission to the REF, REF 2021 policy 
requires the AAM to be uploaded to a repository within 3 months of 
acceptance.

Meet REF requirements by uploading via Symplectic to ORE.
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To discover what publishers allow, check the SHERPA/RoMEO 
advice in Symplectic at the point of uploading the file. 
Or use SHERPA/RoMEO direct. It is a database of publisher 
copyright and self archiving policies.

You can also check individual publisher websites, or publishers may 
outline their policies in the acceptance email. SHERPA/RoMEO
attempts to draw all this information together, but records can be 
difficult to interpret.

Few records mention ResearchGate specifically. They refer to 
deposit in a repository, but ResearchGate is an academic social 
networking site, not a repository. This means that there is no 
guarantee of long-term preservation of outputs, although it is 
useful for visibility.

Unless the SHERPA record specifies, assume you cannot post the 
full text on ResearchGate or other social networking site.
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You have the option to pay to publish with open access.
Pay a fee to the publisher – an Article Processing Charge (APC), in return 
for which the final full text of your article is published as open access on 
the publisher website, immediately it is posted online. A licence is 
applied such as one of the Creative Commons Licences e.g. CC BY is 
required by many funders.

3 types of journals: subscription, hybrid and fully open access.

University policy does not require you to pay for open access.
REF policy does not require you to pay for open access.
You might need to pay for open access to comply with your funder.
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Your funder may require you to make your work available as open 
access.
You may be able to meet their requirements by uploading to a 
repository e.g. ORE.
Publisher embargoes can conflict with funder requirements.
If the publisher embargo exceeds maximum allowed by your funder, may 
need to pay for open access.
If paying for open access, many funders require licence CC BY (only)

15



Your funder of research might pay for open access either directly 
through research grant or through central funds provided to institution.

We administer 3 open access funds
1. RCUK/UKRI open access block grant
2. Charity Open Access Fund (COAF)
3. Institutional APC Fund- for 3*/4* REF-submissible articles, where 

lead author is at Exeter, that have no other funding for open access.

Apply to us upon acceptance.
Providing your article is eligible to be paid, we will provide billing details 
for the publisher forms.
If open access costs are eligible to be paid from your research grant, this 
will be administered by somebody in your college finance team.
APC discounts and waivers are available to Exeter authors.
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If you have no funds to pay for open access:
1. Publish in a hybrid or non open access journal; the article will be 

published on traditional basis – not open access, behind a paywall. 
Upload the AAM to ORE, it will be OA there often (but not always) 
following an embargo

2. Publish in a journal that will publish your articles as open access 
without charging a fee e.g. eligible Springer journals in the Springer 
Agreement for UK Authors, some fully OA journals listed in Directory 
of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

3. Request a waiver
4. APC discounts are available, including £250, £450 APCs
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https://www.springer.com/gp/open-access/springer-open-choice/springer-compact/for-uk-authors-intro/731990
https://doaj.org/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/payingopenaccess/apcdiscounts/


Other publication charges – background:

Some publishers also charge other publication charges such as page 
charges, publication fees, colour, figure charges.
These are in addition to journal subscriptions paid by libraries and open 
access APCs.
Not all publishers / not all journals charge these, although they are more 
common in some disciplines e.g. page charges in Maths.

These charges originated when the main mechanism for information 
dissemination was in print. Most journal articles are now accessed 
online, they have less relevance in a digital environment (when there is 
no additional cost for extra pages, figures or colour).
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Publication fees may be eligible to be paid from your research grant – check 
grant T&Cs, to see if they are an eligible cost.
Publication fees cannot be charged to RCUK grants.

Publication charges can be paid from the UKRI/RCUK block grant that we 
administer -submit a publication charges funding request to us via email.
From RCUK policy:
“The payment of colour charges and page charges may also be taken from the 
block grant at the discretion of the managing research organisation which 
should keep in mind the overall purpose of the block grant which is to support 
the payment of [open access] APCs.”
We suggest requesting waiver when we are approached to pay page charges 
from UKRI/RCUK OA block grant. It is a finite pot of money and its primary 
purpose is to pay for open access publication. Pushing back on publication fees 
is one way that we manage this finite pot, to prioritise open access payments.

Sometimes publication charges have been waived or reduced, so it’s always 
worth requesting a waiver but if you don’t feel comfortable requesting a waiver, 
or don’t feel it’s appropriate for your article, you don’t have to do it.

The Institutional APC Fund is for supporting open access publication and cannot 
be used to pay other publication charges.
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https://www.ukri.org/files/legacy/documents/rcukopenaccesspolicy-pdf/


If you have no funding to pay the publication fee, 

Opt for colour online only free of charge.
Request a waiver.
If you have funds to pay, you may still wish to request a discount or 
waiver, as publishers do grant these at times.

Examples:
“I have no funds to pay this fee”
“We are already paying an open access fee of USD $xxxx and 
therefore request that the page charges are waived”

If you have no funding to pay and the waiver is not granted, then you 
may not be able to publish. 
Consider if there is an alternative journal in which you could publish you 
work that doesn’t charge a publication fee or page charges.
It is important to confirm funding for publication fee before submitting 
to a journal that charges this.
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AMS copyright policy

AMS allow you to upload the accepted manuscript, but require 
that that it is replaced with the final published PDF 6 months 
after publication

Upload the AAM upon acceptance to comply with University 
policy and REF 2021 OA policy. We will replace the file in ORE 
with the published version on publication, under a 6 month 
embargo. This meets the requirements of funders including 
NERC, EPSRC, ERC, H2020

You do not need to pay for open access in AMS journals.
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https://www.ametsoc.org/ams/index.cfm/publications/ethical-guidelines-and-ams-policies/ams-copyright-policy/


Use SHERPA/RoMEO to check what the publisher allows. Note 
that there may be variation between journals from the same 
publisher, so check the individual record. 

Journal of Climate: the publisher allows you to upload the 
AAM.
Check conditions for further information –
They require that this is replaced with the final published PDF.
Publisher's version/PDF may be used on an Institutional 
Repository associated with author after 6 months embargo
Therefore you can make your article available as open access 
within 6 months by uploading AAM (comply with university 
policy and REF) then we will replace with VoR, which will 
become freely available after 6 months, meeting funder 
requirements.
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AMS publication fees
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https://www.ametsoc.org/ams/index.cfm/publications/authors/journal-and-bams-authors/page-charges-waivers-and-fees/


AGU requires you to deposit the final published version, to be available 
6 months after publication

Deposit the AAM upon acceptance to comply with University and REF 
2021 OA policies We place it under a temporary indefinite embargo until 
publication, at which point we will replace it with the published version, 
under a 6 month embargo. This meets the requirements of funders 
including NERC, EPSRC, ERC, H2020

You do not need to pay for open access in AMS journals.

AGU usage permissions: https://publications.agu.org/author-
resource-center/usage-permissions/

“AGU allows authors to deposit their journal articles in institutional
repositories if the version is the final published citable version of record, 
the AGU copyright statement is clearly visible on the posting, and the 
posting is made 6 months after official publication by the AGU”.

The AAM may be posted to authors’ own websites or departmental 
websites.
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https://publications.agu.org/author-resource-center/usage-permissions/


Use SHERPA/RoMEO to check what the publisher allows. Note that 
there may be variation between journals from the same publisher, 
so check the individual record. e.g. Earth’s Future is an open access 
journal.

Geophysical Research Letters: the SHERPA/RoMEO record shows 
that you are permitted to upload the AAM to authors’ own websites
or departmental websites.

Policy “AGU allows authors to deposit their journal articles [in 
institutional repositories] if the version is the final published 
citable version of record, the AGU copyright statement is clearly 
visible on the posting, and the posting is made 6 months after 
official publication by the AGU”.

Beware the wording in the SHERPA/RoMEO record: “Publisher's 
version/PDF may be used in Institutional Repository or 
Governmental Repository.” In fact, this is the version that must be 
used.
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AGU publication fees
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Always acknowledge funding, including funder name and grant 
references.
Include a data access statement.

This is required by university policy and also may be required by your 
funder.
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http://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/openresearch/opendata/


Training we can offer includes:
1:1 sessions
Email, phone, in-person support
Short briefings e.g. at the start of departmental meetings
Longer sessions with more detail about a specific topic e.g. complying 
with funder open access policies
Workshops

31


